
 

 

 

 

  

POLICY BRIEF 

FIREARMS 
 

PRIORITY ASKS  

1. Implement a national ban on 

civilian ownership of handguns and 

assault-style firearms. 

 Civilian-owned handguns and assault-

style firearms pose a serious risk to 

public safety, with adolescents 

experiencing a disproportionate burden 

of injury. 

 

2. Regulate non-powder firearms (e.g. 

air or BB guns) with a force capable of 

penetrating eyes and skin under the 

Canada Firearms Act.  

 Non-powder firearms can cause serious 

injuries and death and are not 

regulated. 

 Many non-powder firearms can shoot 

at velocities just below the threshold 

for regulation as a firearm under 

Canada’s Firearms Act.   

 

3. Reduce youth suicide by 

developing and implementing a 

National Suicide Prevention Action Plan. 

 The majority of firearm-related death 

in Canadian children and youth is 

related to suicide.  

 Parliamentarians voted unanimously in 

May 2019 to establish a National 

Suicide Prevention Action Plan. Swift 

action to deliver on this commitment in 

a meaningful and inclusive way is 

urgently needed.  

 

 

AT ISSUE 

Firearms are a significant cause of preventable death and disability for 

Canadian youth.  

Firearm injuries and death are on the rise, particularly from handguns. 2017 

saw the fourth consecutive annual increase in the number of firearm 

homicides in Canada – with handguns accounting for approximately 6 in 10 of 

these deaths (Statistics Canada, 2017). In addition to rising rates nationally, 

Canada ranks fifth highest among OECD nations on the number of firearm 

deaths per capita. 

Young males are at disproportionate risk. Of all firearm deaths among 15- to 

24-year-olds, 94% were in males (Austin and Lane, 2018). Males in this age 

range are more likely to die from firearm injuries than from cancer or from 

fires, falls and drowning combined. Compounding the risks associated with 

firearms is the regulatory vacuum surrounding high-velocity non-powder 

firearms that send children and youth to emergency departments every year.  

The relationship between firearms and mental health is also significant and 

often under-reported. Self-inflicted injuries accounted for 75% of the gun 

deaths in Canada from 2000 to 2016 (Statistics Canada, 2017).  

A three-pronged strategy to reduce firearm-related death and disability is 

needed: strengthen youth mental health, regulate non-powder firearms, and 

curb the availability and accessibility of firearms.  
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RAISING THE BAR FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Banning firearms saves lives.  

The data is clear. Countries that have implemented comprehensive restrictions on firearms have lower rates of 

firearm-related death and disability. Great Britain implemented a civilian handgun ban in 1997. It now boasts 

one of the lowest rates of firearm homicide in the world. A civilian firearm ban has all but eliminated shooting 

deaths in Japan. Most recently, New Zealand acted quickly and decisively to restrict assault-style firearms 

following the shootings in Christchurch. Canada should follow this clear best practice and implement a national 

ban on assault-style firearms and civilian-owned handguns.  

 

Non-powder firearms are not toys.  

Non-powder firearms that shoot at speeds <152 m/s are not considered firearms for the purposes of the 

licensing, storage and transportation regulations of Canada’s Firearms Act. They are also not regulated by the 

Canada Consumer Product Safety Act. However, many widely available non-powder firearms have velocities just 

under the 152 m/s threshold and can cause serious injury or death. 

Considering their risk to health and safety, non-powder firearms that have projectile velocities adequate for skin 

and eye penetration should be classified as firearms and regulated as such. Those with lower projectile 

velocities should be regulated under the Canada Consumer Product Safety Act.  

 

The availability of a firearm in the home significantly increases the risk for death by 

suicide.  

Impulsivity is an important factor in adolescent suicide. Because firearms carry the highest fatality rate of all 

suicide methods, the availability of a firearm in the home is a strong risk factor for adolescent death by suicide. 

A history of mental illness is present in up to 90% of adolescents who have died by suicide. In parallel with 

efforts to eliminate inappropriate access to firearms, more must be done to strengthen child and youth mental 

health, including the development and implementation of a National Suicide Prevention Action Plan that 

ensures effective, accessible and culturally-appropriate mental health services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAKE ACTION 

Lead the Call to Action for #FirearmsControl! 

 Use your influence to help make firearms-control & youth mental health platform issues for your political 

party 

 Be an advocate for kids in your riding by speaking, writing or tweeting about the need to reduce firearm-

related death and disability in Canadian children and youth  

 Speak to a CPS member in your region to hear how this issue impacts the children and youth in their care 

 Learn more at www.cps.ca and find us on Facebook and Twitter @CanPaedSociety 

http://www.cps.ca/
https://twitter.com/CanPaedSociety?s=17

