
 

 

August 10, 2021 

Marie-Adele Davis 
Executive Director 
Canadian Paediatric Society 
Via email: samanthag@cps.ca  

Dear Marie, 

I am pleased to respond to your questionnaire as follows: 

1. If elected, what will your party do to meet the mental health needs of children and youth 
resulting from the global pandemic and ensure timely access to publicly funded mental health 
treatment and resources? 

Healthcare, including mental health, is without a doubt the most pressing issue facing Nova Scotians right 
now. After 8 years of neglect, our wait times for almost all health services have risen to levels that are 
having deadly consequences. Wait times for mental health care were unacceptable before the pandemic, 
and due to the massively increased need for services over the course of the pandemic, access to mental 
health services has only gotten further out of reach for Nova Scotians. 

A PC government will not ignore the mental health needs of Nova Scotians any longer. We see a future 
where the children and youth of tomorrow will never have to know the barriers that were standing in the 
way of mental health services. 

The PC Party is the only party to put forward a universal, publicly-funded solution for our mental health 
crisis. If elected, a PC government will immediately introduce Universal Mental Healthcare. This will allow 
every Nova Scotian to access the mental health services they need when, where, and how they need them. 

Universal Mental health care will be achieved by opening up the billing codes to MSI, allowing 
psychologists to bill the province for services they provide. This will allow anyone to receive services at 
any psychologist’s office without having to worry about how they will pay for it by removing the financial 
barrier and months-long wait times that discourage many Nova Scotians from receiving the care they 
need. 

2. If elected, what will your party do to reduce rates of childhood poverty and food insecurity and 
ensure safer and healthier homes, schools and communities for children and youth? 

The PC Party has put together the most thorough and robust economic platform that Nova Scotia has seen 
in generations. Our solutions will put more money directly into the pockets of Nova Scotians and will have 
a profound impact on childhood poverty and food insecurity. Nova Scotia has the lowest median after tax 
income in all of Canada.  

One example of our innovative policies that will combat childhood poverty and food insecurity is our 
Better Pay Cheque Guarantee. The Better Pay Cheque Guarantee will return 50% of the corporate taxes  
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paid by Nova Scotian businesses on the condition that 100% of those funds are given directly to employees 
through either higher pay cheques, or through hiring new employees. 

Another innovative policy the PC Party has put forward is the More Opportunities for Skilled Trades 
(MOST) Program. This will guarantee more income directly into the pockets of working Nova Scotians by 
allowing those under the age of 30 to pay no provincial income tax on their first $50,000. The MOST 
Program will put thousands of dollars directly into the pockets of those who need it most - young families 
who are struggling to make ends meet in today’s demanding economy. This will allow more young families 
to save for a down payment on a house, rent a better apartment, or to put healthy food on the table. 

By putting forward thoughtful economic solutions with an emphasis on kick starting our economy and 
helping those who need it most, the PC Party will ensure that our economy bounces back stronger than 
before, and that our children and youth don’t continue to fall further into poverty. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Tara Miller 
Campaign Co-Chair 
PC Party of Nova Scotia 

 


