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Q: If elected, what will your party do to improve access to publicly funded mental health 
treatment and resources for children and youth? 
 
Supporting the health and well-being of our children starts with giving them the best 
possible start in life. We will make important investments in childcare spaces and centers. We 
will invest in mental health supports children and youth in childcare settings as well as in 
schools through increased support for centres and the Inclusion Support Program and by 
increasing supports for educational assistants in schools. 
 
Our support for the mental well-being of families will also start by ensuring families have the 
resources they need to access health care. A Manitoba NDP government will rehire the 
lactation consultants Brian Pallister fired, and give recently trained midwives good jobs right 
here in Manitoba – instead of telling them to go look for work in other provinces. We will 
provide new moms the supports they need to give children the best start in life. 
 
We have also committed to increasing community-based health care by offering more 
family-friendly hours in clinics and adding more counselors in ACCESS centres to ensure 
there are more mental health treatment options and resources in the community. 
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Q: If elected, what will your part do to improve access to paediatric healthcare professionals 
and services in rural and northern Manitoba?  
 
In our platform, we have committed to give northern Manitobans better health care closer to 
home by reinstating the obstetrics program in Flin Flon and restoring LifeFlight to the public 
system, hiring more midwives in northern communities, and partnering with the Federal 
government on new hospital-level health centres in northern First Nations communities. We 
believe that all children and young people in Manitoba deserve equal access to healthcare 
services no matter where they live. Instead, Pallister cancelled plans for a primary care clinic 
in The Pas and a consultation clinic in Thompson. 
 
Our party is also acutely aware of the mental health and addictions crisis affecting young 
people in our communities – a crisis which Brian Pallister has failed to properly address. The 
Manitoba NDP understands that transformation is needed in our mental health care system 
to meet the needs of children, youth and their families. We will start that work by appointing 
a Minister Responsible for Mental Health and Addictions, creating new community-based 
mental health services, doubling the number of counsellors in ACCESS Centres, and 
examining how to fund eligible mental health costs for families. We have also committed to 
saving lives and making our communities safer by introducing meaningful, effective, 
evidence-based measures to combat addictions, including a Safe Consumption Site, Managed 
Alcohol Program and constructing new facilities. 
 
These issues are particularly acute in Northern Manitoba communities and amongst 
Northern youth where suicide rates amongst First Nations people are double the national 
average. Indigenous youth are six times more likely to commit suicide than their non-
Indigenous peers. In 2016, Pimicikamak Cree Nation in Cross Lake declared a state of 
emergency over a suicide epidemic amongst their youth. Access to mental healthcare 
treatment and professionals in the North is limited and in most cases non-existent. Sadly, 
very few First Nations Communities have access to mental healthcare providers and those 
that do usually have them only on a rotational basis. We must address this issue and a 
Manitoba NDP government will work with communities to help improve culturally 
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appropriate mental health and addictions services for people in Northern and Indigenous 
communities. 
Q: If elected, what will your party do to ensure safer homes, schools and communities for 
Manitoba’s children and youth, including by reducing rates of childhood poverty and 
addressing threats associated with addictive substances and firearms? 
 
We know healthy and safe communities are necessary for all children and youth. That’s why 
we have outlined an ambitious and comprehensive strategy to tackle the root causes of 
poverty while addressing issues of safety and addictions in communities.  
 
Not only has Pallister failed to put in place a comprehensive, evidence-based strategy to 
address youth mental health, he has failed to present an adequate poverty reduction 
strategy. 
 
As New Democrats we are committed to addressing the social determinants of health to 
support children and young people. We intend to achieve this by improving Rent Assist and 
reversing cuts made by Pallister; improving EIA rates; restoring the Getting Started benefit; 
beginning to transform EIA into basic income by eliminating the ‘welfare wall’ as a 
disincentive to work; and striking a task force on basic income and a dignified income for 
people with severe and prolonged disabilities. 


