
 

 
 
 
December 16, 2020 
  
Hon. Patty Hajdu  
Minister of Health  
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
 
Dear Minister Hajdu,  
  
On behalf of the Canadian Paediatric Society (CPS) and our membership of over 3,600 paediatric 
experts, I am writing to thank you for the immense efforts of yourself and the entire Health Canada 
team in expediting the regulatory review and approval process in the pursuit of safe and effective SARS-
CoV-2 vaccines. The recent announcement of the Pfizer vaccine’s approval for use in Canada marks a 
significant turning point in our collective fight against this deadly pandemic.  
 
However, there is still a long road ahead. Particularly worrisome for the CPS is the continued lack of 
access to a vaccine for children and youth under the age of 16. While thankfully children have been one 
of the lowest risk populations in terms of negative health outcomes from COVID-19, the impacts of this 
pandemic on their everyday lives has been severe. For Canada’s national vaccine strategy to be 
successful, the paediatric population must be made a priority. Clinical trials to ensure a safe and 
effective vaccine for children and youth of all ages should not be delayed any longer.  
 
As the NACI recommendations make clear, additional research and surveillance of COVID-19 vaccination 
in populations not currently included in clinical trials is needed, alongside ongoing vaccine 
pharmacovigilance activities. Now that the adult population and those most at risk have a light at the 
end of the tunnel, we must work to ensure that light is available for as many people as possible. Without 
the evidence necessary to safely vaccinate those under 16 years of age, families, schools and 
communities will not be able to fully move towards a world where they can hug friends, visit relatives, 
sit with classmates, or simply be together again.  
 
The CPS remains a ready partner to help ensure that children and youth are not left behind as we work 
together to emerge from this pandemic. Please reach out at any time if we can be of assistance and 
thank you again for your tireless work and commitment to the health, safety and well-being of 
Canadians during this unprecedented time.  
 
Sincerely,   
 
[Original Signed by] 
 
 
Sam Wong, MD 
CPS President 
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Dr. Stephen Lucas, DM, Health Canada 

Dr. Megan Bettle, DG, COVID-19 Regulatory Response Team  

Dr. Pat Stewart, DG, Therapeutic Products Directorate 

Dr. Supriya Sharma, Chief Medical Advisor 

Dr. David Lee, Chief Regulatory Officer  

 

 


