
 

 
 
 
 
May 7, 2021 

 

Premier Ford, Minister Elliott and Dr. Williams, 

 

As the Canadian Paediatric Society’s Board representatives for Ontario, we are writing to urge you to 

ensure that Ontario’s youth aged 12-17 are included in Ontario’s vaccine distribution plan as soon as 

possible.  

 

Health Canada’s May 5th approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for safe use in those 12-15 

years of age is a game changing step towards bringing this global pandemic under control and protecting 

the health, safety and well-being of Ontario’s youth and their families.  

 

However, we are very concerned that Ontario has not yet committed to a timeline for opening up 

vaccination to the paediatric population. These concerns are further compounded by the unjustifiable 

exclusion of those 16-17 years of age from the current plan, despite the Pfizer vaccine being authorized 

for use everyone 16 years of age and older as of December 9, 2020.  

 

In Alberta, everyone 12+ will be eligible for the vaccine on May 10th. Saskatchewan has released a plan 

for all eligible youth to receive their first dose by the end of June. Those who are at high risk are already 

eligible. All Manitobans over the age of 12 should receive their first dose by mid-June with eligibility 

opening up on May 21st. Québec will begin offering the vaccine to those between the ages of 12-17 

before the end of June. The federal government has confirmed that there will be enough Pfizer vaccines 

available for all Canadians 12+ to receive a first dose by Canada Day. So where is Ontario’s plan?  

 

We need a firm commitment now to ensure those aged 12-17 will be able to be vaccinated before the 

end of June, with second doses available before the start of the new school year in September. Ontario’s 

children and youth are suffering significantly from closed schools, missed peer supports, cancelled 

extracurricular activities, and unprecedented levels of social isolation. They deserve our unfailing efforts 

now to ensure access to vaccination as soon as possible.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

[Original Signed By] 

 

Eddy Lau, MD    Kim Dow, MD   Mark Feldman, MD   

Board Member    Board Member   Vice President  

Toronto, ON    Kingston, ON   Toronto, ON 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/may/06/stick-it-to-covid-second-dose-strategy-detailed-youth-included-in-vaccine-sequencing
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/when-will-children-ages-12-and-up-be-able-to-get-vaccinated-a-province-by-province-look-1.5416013
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/quebecers-age-12-to-17-eligible-soon-for-shots-digital-vaccination-proof-coming-next-week-1.5416899
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/more-astra-zeneca-doses-1.6017037

