
 

 
 
 
 
May 3, 2021 

 

Premier Ford, Minister Elliott and Dr. Williams, 

 

As the Canadian Paediatric Society’s Board representatives for Ontario, we are writing to urge you to 

immediately rectify the omission of those 16-17 years of age from Ontario’s vaccine distribution plan. 

While the updated timeline announced on April 29th is extremely welcome news for those over the age 

of 18, the health and well-being of those aged 16-17 has been completely overlooked.  

 

Despite Health Canada approving and NACI recommending the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for 

safe use in those 16 years of age and older, Ontario’s vaccine roll-out plan repeatedly excludes those 16-

17 years of age. While we recognize that vaccine distribution is more complicated in this age group given 

their ineligibility for the other vaccines currently approved for use in Canada, this complication should 

not result in their exclusion from vaccination.  

 

Those 16-17 years of age with underlying medical conditions at high risk of severe illness due to COVID-

19 should already be eligible for vaccination under Phase 2 of Ontario’s rollout plan. There is also no 

reason vaccine eligibility in hot-spot communities currently set to individuals over 18 should not be 

expanded to include those over 16 years of age. Those 16-17 years of age are also unjustly excluded 

from the general rollout for those over the age of 18 currently planned for the week of May 24th.   

 

This pandemic will not be brought under control until all who are able are vaccinated. Limiting 

vaccination to only those 18+ is an unnecessary risk to the health and well-being of those aged 16-17 

and unjustly erodes their right to timely, appropriate and accessible healthcare. It also ignores the 

fundamental reality that many teenagers are juggling disrupted schooling and missed peer connections 

while also working to keep Ontario going in essential front-line positions. Their exclusion from the 

vaccine rollout plan must be rectified immediately.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

[Original Signed By] 

 

Eddy Lau, MD    Kim Dow, MD   Mark Feldman, MD   

Board Member    Board Member   Vice President  

Toronto, ON    Kingston, ON   Toronto, ON 

 

 

CC: Andrea Horwath, Leader of the Official Opposition; France Gélinas, Health Critic  


